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you to the gallows, I shall make you stay behind me, for
such is the order of the Mother of God, and she will surely
withdraw her protection from you.3
I could read on his ugly face that this procrastination was
to his taste, for he did not believe in my angelic visitation.
He looked compassionately at me, and evidently thought I
was wandering; but I smiled inwardly, for I knew the
coming of the angel would frighten him out of, his miser-
able wits. •
An hour before the appointed time we dined. I drank
nothing but water, and gave Soradaci all the wine and all
the garlic, his beloved delicacy.
At the first stroke of seven I flung myself on my l^ees,
ordering him to do likewise. As soon as I heard a"" little
noise, the other side of the wall, 'The angel is corning!' I
cried, prostrating myself, and at the same time giving him
a violent blow which toppled him over on his face. We re-
mained for a quarter of an hour in this position, during
which time the sound of Balbi's tool was plainly audible. I
then permitted him to rise to his knees, and for three hours
and a half I recited the rosary, forcing him to repeat it with
me. From time to time he fell asleep, but he never inter-
rupted me; now and then he would gaze furtively at the
ceiling, and from there to the picture of the Blessed Virgin,
as though demanding from her an explanation. At half-past
eleven, 'The angel is going—prostrate yourself!' I com-*
manded in a solemn voice.
I made Soradaci swear not only that he would not say 3
word to Laurence of our heavenly visitor, but also that while
the gaoler was in our cell he would lie on his bed, with hit
face turned to the wall. This precaution was needful, for *
wink would have been sufficient to betray us.
It was natural that I should want to regain my lib' ny>
and there were only two ways in which I could manage the
scoundrel whom fate had thrown into the same cell with me,
I must either subjugate him, or suffocate him; the latter
would have been easier, and less dangerous, but does any

